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Workshop statement  

 

The Commission legislative proposals for the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) after 2020, 

provide an opportunity for the EU and Member States, with the input of key stakeholders, to further 

tailor and design specific measures to protect livestock farming from potential damages caused by 

large carnivores. The workshop participants stress the importance of including support to assist 

livestock farming and prevent livestock depredation in all Rural Development Programmes (RDPs) 

where livestock depredation by large carnivores is, or could become, an issue. All concerned 

Member States should highlight the need for providing support for this purpose in their prioritised 

action framework (PAF)1 identifying their priorities and funding needs for the implementation of the 

Habitats Directive and should reflect such needs in their CAP Strategic Plans under the new CAP, 

proposing and developing the necessary measures. The European Commission should check the 

consistency of such measures with the identified environmental priorities, when approving the CAP 

Strategic Plans.  

The participants make the following recommendations to the European Commission and national 

and regional authorities for improving the use of the RDPs to prevent livestock depredation by 

large carnivores:  

Application process: The RDP application process and Member States administrative systems 

should be simplified so that the procedures are easy for individual farmers to complete. Ideally the 

application process should be digitalised, including an online tracking system for the application. 

The application process should be continuous and cover multi-annual actions (rather than having 

calls with an opening and closing date). The whole procedure should be clear and transparent so 

that beneficiaries know what is happening with their application and when they will receive the 

financial support.  

Support received: It is essential that support includes not only the cost of buying equipment but 

also the costs of the additional work required for implementing and maintaining prevention 

measures over the long term.   

                                                           
1
 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/financing/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/financing/index_en.htm


 

Instruments used: The number of instruments used for coexistence measures should be reduced 

i.e. by clarifying which measures are most efficient and effective in addressing coexistence 

measures. It should be possible to submit joint applications covering a particular area where large 

carnivores are present and the process for doing this should be simplified. Alternative models such 

as paying for results or set-rates for additional work load for a particular region could be considered 

if this does not increase the administrative burden. Results-based agri-environmental schemes can 

be designed in a locally-led and community-based manner, which can bring added value for those 

farmers and farming systems that must coexist with large carnivores. 

Controls: The minimum requirements that beneficiaries must meet when implementing a specific 

measure including the technical requirements for the type of equipment and its use (e.g. height of 

fences, voltage used, installation and maintenance requirements) must be well communicated. 

Monitoring and controlling should be simplified with more focus on results. Controls can currently 

take significant amounts of time and halt important work.  

Advice and peer to peer exchange: Local Champions (experts on the instruments available) 

should be engaged and trained in speaking to potential beneficiaries, assisting them in putting 

measures in place on the ground and ensuring the measures put in place are complementary. 

Exchanges between beneficiaries in different areas and Member States should be supported so 

that they can learn from each other what works well (and what doesn’t work) in particular settings.  

Political willingness: In many cases, prevention measures are rejected because there is a lack of 

political willingness to accept the presence of large carnivores in an area. Authorities and 

stakeholder representatives have a duty to communicate clearly what types of large carnivore 

management are legally possible under the Habitats Directive and encourage stakeholders to 

protect their animals in the case that large carnivores are present.   

Fit with other policy instruments: The fit of measures to support coexistence with other actions 

under the RDP, pillar 1 support and other funding streams should be maximised to avoid perverse 

incentives. The potential of the pillar 1 eco-scheme under the next CAP, for supporting livestock 

managers in areas with large carnivores should be explored and measures should complement 

one another. 
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